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PETCORE EUROPE VISION & MISSION

PETCORE EUROPE is a Brussels-based, non-profit  organization, representing the 
entire PET value chain since 1993.

Its membership consists of more than 160 companies,11 associations,
including PET producers, recyclers, converters, brand owners, technology 
suppliers, labels, masterbatch,  waste management companies and retailers.

Our vision is to  achieve widespread recognition of the performance of PET as 
THE circular material of choice for packaging and to  make sure PET is collected 
and recycled.

The Mission of PETCORE EUROPE is to  position PET as packaging material of 
choice in a sustainable circular economy.



PETCORE EUROPE GOALS

The Goals of PETCOREEUROPEare to ensure that:

The entire PETindustry is well aligned and joins mutual forces to deliver sustainable growth across the whole value chain for

its members and partners.

PETis recognized as an environmental ly friendly material and as an outstanding contributor to the EUCircular Economy.

PETCOREtakes initiatives and leads or contributes to specific projects, Working Groups and communication media,

which effectively demonstrate such a recognition by:

Supporting and validating innovative packaging solutions which provide true life-cycle environmental benefits

including post -consumer recycling.

Working with all relevant parties to ensure continuous increase of post -consumer PETcol lection, recycling, and usage.

Sharing a solid expertise to val idate the  recycling  capabil ity of the PETproducts for both food and non - food applications

in the circular economy.

PETCOREwill rapidly respond to any concern on products made by vPETand/or rPET from the publ ic and the  institutions 

using the expertise of its Members.

PETCOREwill  effectively advocate the  benefits  brought  by  the  PETvalue chain  so that they  are  well  reflected  by  the 

European institutions and other leading European organizations in their respective legal framework and position  

statements.



More than 27 k 

employees

More than 160 

members

PETCORE EUROPE IN

FIGURES

Approx. 3 million tons of post -consumer PET packaging was 
collected in 2022 according to ICIS.

75% of bottles placed on the EU market have been collected.

More than 600 

companies

More than 500 sites 

across EU

Approx. 5

million tones 

utilized

More than 15

billion euros

turnover 2022



MEMBERSHIP



PETCORE EUROPE MEMBERSHIP- Assoc iat i ons

Plarebel  is the reference in Belgium for anyone looking for information, advice and guidance on all aspects of circular plastics, incl uding 

circular design and effective recycling.

Natural Mineral Waters Europe is an industry association representing natural mineral and spring water producers in Europe.

Brussels based association representing global & national soft drinks associations

The association representing BOPET film producers in the European market

Registered charity and not -for-profit organization to promote, develop, stimulate and increase the levels of plastics recycling within the UK

Italian plastics and rubber processing machinery and molds manufacturers' Association

The PET bottle associations in France ( Elipso) and Germany (IK)European association for the self -adhesive label industry

46 National and European associations - 50õ000 companies ð 500 million tones - 260 bn û

PET EUROPE is a non-profit trade association that represents the European PET resin producers. PET EUROPE represents an industry  with a 

capacity of 2.6 million tonnes of Virgin PET (vPET) per year. PET EUROPE supports sustainable growth of PET manufacturing in Europe.

The plastics converting & processing companies, just with over 50.000 in Europe employing more than 1.600.000 people with a t urnover of 

more than 300 billion û

Accelerating Circularity is an action -oriented nonprofit focused on textile -to-textile recycling systems at commercial scale thr ough a 

collaborative, stakeholder -led approach





PETCORE EUROPE:
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P E T C O R E E U R O P E M E M B E R S H I P P R E S EN C E



UN ITED NATIONS

ENVIRONMENT

PROGRAM (UN EP)



UNEP

In 2023 PETCORE EUROPE has been granted an
accreditation as Observer to the United Nations
Environment Assembly and its subsidiary organs.

This accredi tation allows PETCORE EUROPE to receive 
invitations to all public meetings and sessions of the 
United Nations Environment Assembly and actively 
participate in negotiations or stakeholdersôsessions
(e.g. UN Global Plastics Treaty).

UNEPõsmission is to inspire, inform, and enable nations and peoples to
improve their quality of life without compromising that of future generations.



ORGANISATION



PETCORE EUROPE ORGANISATION



PET COLL ECTION

& RECYC LING IN EU



PET RECYLING STATUS 2022

th ermo forms

The Europ ean PET Pa ckag in g industry is striving to increase 

co l l ec t i on, recyc l in g a n d re cyc le d co n te n t t o m ee t

reg ula tory ta rge ts a n d b e yo nd . The PET Ma rket In Europe 

State of p lay rep or t summarizes these effor ts:

Å75 % co l le c t i on ra te for PET bott les

ÅD e ve l o pm e n t of Co l le c t i on a n d recyc l in g for

ÅD e ve l o pm e n t t o ch e m ic a l recycl ing

Åa n d m uc h more.. .

The rep or t has b e e n d e ve l o p e d In co l l a bo ra t io n wi th

PRE, UNESDA a n d NMWE. Ha ve a look a t it t o h a ve in-

d e p t h  insights



PET RECYLING EVOLUTION

Source: ICIS Supply Demand Database, ICIS analysis, PRE survey data, Eurostat



PETCORE EUROPE

Wor k i ng Gr o u p s

& Task Forc es



VPETCOREEUROPEôWGs are the enablers that support to deliver its mission.

VThe key to our success is the voluntary work of PET value chain experts in the 
working groups and platforms.

VRepresentatives of PETCORE EUROPE members can par ticipate in the WGôs.

VThe WGôswork under the lead of one industry expert who acts as the 
WG Chairperson and coordination of PETCORE EUROPE Technical managers.

VPETCORE EUROPE assures that the needed subject expertise is represented in 
the WGs.

PETCORE EUROPE Wo rk in g Gr o up s



Mission and deliverables

ÅEstablished in 2023, aiming to def ine a PETCORE EUROPE position on 

the regulatory & legislative developmen ts shared among all

members.

ÅTo define a list of topics on which PETCORE EUROPE needs to take a 

position and e labora te the PETCORE EUROPE response by:

1. Staying c o nn ec t e d with the Technical WGôsto iden t i fy /v a l i da te the key 

topics a n d ask the m to de ve lop the rela ted argumentat ions.

2. Setting up ind iv idual meet ings with the a bo v e - men t i oned stakeholders,

to be t te r understand the propos ed regula tory deve lopments a n d prov ide  

the posi tion of the PET value cha in .

ADVOCACY



Mission and deliverables

ÅTo upda t e PETCORE EUROPE Members on incoming legislat ion 

impac t ing the PET Business (webinars twice a year).

ÅTo identi fy key stakeholders in the area of regulatory & 

legislat ive propositions, and establish ongoing communica t ions 

with them.

ÅTo identify act iv it ies/forums where regulatory stakeholders

present their latest deve lopments and where PETCORE EUROPE 

can present PET value cha in presentat ion.

ADVO CACY



R e c y c l ab i l i t y E v a l u a t i on Plat f orms

(EPBP a n d TCEP)

Drive and promote the circularity in the PET bottle and trays value 
chain, providing the industry design guidelines and 
package/technology assessments.



ÅEPBP and TCEP strongly encourage all compan ies to bring 

their new PET bot t le ït ray solutions to the platforms in order 

to get an ob ject ive third party assessment of their 

recyclabil i ty.

ÅThe platforms rely on strong processes and protocols for the

assessments. As a result, these assessments are scientifical ly

relevant, trustful and independent from a single sectorôs

views. The assessment bodies cover the full value chain

exper ience and expertise.

R e c y c l ab i l i t y E v a l u a t i on Plat f orms

(EPBP a n d TCEP)



Re c y c la b i l i t y Ev a l u a t i o n Pla t f o r m s Ev a l u a t i o n p r o c e ss

Presentation of the 

innovation new 

packaging

Review using the 

guidelines and 

expertise to determine 

cri tical points

Run the test protocol 

a t one of the 

accredi ted labs

Definition of test 

protocol to assess 

cri tical points

Results to the expert 

pool

Results reviewFact based opin ionVal idation or not of the 

opin ion

Candidate

Expert pool

Steering Committee

More information needed

Su fficie nt a nd

rob ust in fo rm at io n



ÅEstabl ished in 2022 to a ct as t ec hn ol og y d eve lo pe r un der EU 2022/1616.

Å60 com pan ies are pa rt of th e Consort ium sponsored by PETCORE a n d EuPC.

ÅDeploy moni to r ing p r og r am a n d sampling 

p lan.

ÅMain ta in cont inuous di a lo gu e wi th

mem bers a n d authori ties .

ÅMain dossier pr esent ed in April 2023

ÅMon i tor ing Protocols a n d pr ocedures  

im ple men te d.

ÅLab orat or y p l at f or m im p le me nt e d wi th  

KÖR to support sampling pla n a n d 

mo ni to r in g p r og r a m (see spec i f ic slide 

on LABS)

ÅMon i tor ing Reports de l iver ed in O ct o be r  

2023 a n d in April 2024.

FUNCTIONAL BARRIER CONSORTIUM

Deliverables 

ÅProvide Technical d oc u me n t a t i o n a n d 

dossiers to co mpl y wi th EU 2022/1616

regulat ion.

Past activities



FUNTIONAL BARRIER CONSORTIUM



Deliverables 

ÅImprove design for recycl ing.

ÅImprove co l lect ion a n d sorting across 

the EU.

ÅProvide support on incoming 

legislations.

Past activities

Å24th of April 2024 ïSteering 

Commi t t ee Meet ing . Task fo rce:  

rebu ild a n d real ignment.

ÅThermoforming Event in D i j o n  in  

20 25 .

RECYCLING PET THERMOFORMS

Established in 2015.

74 compan ies a nd organisa tions f rom the who le PET va lue cha in . 

Working to mak e PET thermoforms circular.



Established in Ma y 2016 wi th mo re tha n 75 p a r t i c i pa t i n g com pa nie s .

PET bott les in sco pe: n o n-c le ar (o pa qu es) , co lo red , s leeved a n d fun c t io na l PET bott les .

Deliverables 

ÅEstablish a n d u p d a t e of DfR guidel ines 

for O p a q u e whi t e PET.

ÅEnd of life proposal for al l co lo r ed a n d o p a q u e  

PET bott les.

ÅSpecial focus on sortabi li ty (a d e d i c a t e d webi nar  

has b e en held on th e t op ic in Mar ch 2024.)

ÅDat ab ase of whi te o p a q u e PET recyc lers a nd

out le t to fa c i l i ta t e the d ev e lo p me n t of a s tream 

of r ec yc le d o p a q u e whi te PET.

Most recent achievements &
upcoming activities

ÅDefin it ion of spec i f ica t ion for an o p a q u e  

whi te rPET as no n-m a nd a t o r y g u id a nc e to 

industry.

ÅListing of co mpa ni es ab le to p r o du c e a nd  

co mpa ni es ab le to use o p a q u e whi te rPET.

ÅDesign for re cyc l ing for o p a q u e whi te PET 

bott les for EPBP a n d CEN Standard izat ion 

work.

OPAQUE & FUNCTIONAL BOTTLES



Crea ted 2021 - 30 companies and 1 associat ion.

ÅRecommendat ions a nd best
practices to bra nd owners, g reen
do t associations, sorting centers an d
recyclers.

ÅPressure sensitive labels design for
recycl ing.

ÅCrystall izable PET labels:
understand ing impact .

ÅInteractions on Circular i ty a nd foo d 
safety.

ÅFocus on f oo d c on t ac t impac ts of
labels (shared act iv i ty  with FINAT.)

ÅRevise pre fe rred behavio r of
adhesives in con junc t ion with EPBP.

ÅAssess a nd pr omo te the dep loy ment
of the design for recycl ing  within  the
industry.

LABELS

Deliverables
Most recent achievements & 
activities



PET INDUSTRY NIAS GROUP(PING)

analysis.

Deliverables

ÅPING focuses on c omp l i anc e with EC 

Regu lation NÁ10/2011.

ÅTargets the crea t ion of an industry 

s tandard to
ÁMeasure,

ÁRisk assess,

ÁCo ntro l

NIAS throughout the value chain .

Most recent achievements &
upcoming activities

ÅMeasurement guidel ines for NIAS in 

PET.

ÅDeve lopmen t of a d igi ta l p la t fo rm to  

support (see speci fic slide on LABS)
ÁProduc t ion of qu al i t y d a ta .

ÁEase d a t a  a g g r e g a t i o n a n d statist ica l

ÁD a ta t ren d in g thro ugh the valu e 

chain.



Started in 2019 -15 members.

ÅSupport de ve lopme nt o f recycl ing 

possibilities for non-c ircular waste:
ÁC ol o re d a n d mul t imater ia l

p a cka g i n g .

ÁWastes f ro m m e ch a n i c a l recycl ing

units.

ÁPolyester textiles.

ÅSupport regu la to ry f ramework 

de ve lopme nt for depo lymerisa tion.

PET DEPOLYMERISATION

Deliverables
Most recent achievements &
upcoming activities

ÅRevised PET depo lymeriza ti on  

posi tion pa pe r 2023.

ÅEnd of Waste wh ite paper .

ÅSupport novel tec hno logy filing

as per EU 2022/1616 regu la tion

a nd EC 10/2011.



ÅStarted 2021.

ÅAlign th e industryôss trat egy r ega rd ing

REUSE targets .

ÅFol lowing up on PPWR develo pments .

ÅSharing best pr ac t ices across EU wher e 

bo t h single use a n d reuse ar e in pl ace .

The two WGS are highly interlinked with the 

LCA platform providing the ground for better

evaluations

REUSE LCA

ÅStarted 2021.

ÅFocus on del iver ing re le va nt d a t a r eg ar d i ng PET 

en v i ro nmen ta l im pac t.

ÅEvaluat ing ógreenôclaims m a d e by co mp et i t ive  

materia ls such as glass a nd metals.

ÅDeve lopi ng a plat for m, t ha t all mem bers c an use 

for d eve lo pi ng thei r ócircularitypositionôa nd  

a l ign co mmu nica t i on.

ÅBeing in c o n t a c t wi th NAPCOR for leve ra ging on

thei r a d v a n c e d ex per ie nce for LCA studies.



ÅRebounding on the EU Textile strategy.

ÅFilling the gap due to lack of knowledge from the textile associations about PETEcodesign 
requirements for recycling, which will become MANDATORY.

ÅAnd after meeting with various stakeholders (EU Commission representatives, EU 
associations, Sorting machines manufacturers and textiles sorting plants).

PETCORE EUROPE proposed guidelines will be elaborated 
by the SIG and presented for discussions by the EU 

Commission.

TEXTILES SIG



TEXTILES SIG
MEMBERS OF THE TEXTILE SIG



C o l l a b o r a t i o n PETCORE EUROPE

ïKÖR LABS D ig i t a l P l a t f o rm
ÅThe PET Va lu e Chain has to pe rm ane nt l y assess th e qual i ty of th e vi rgin mate ria l , r ec yc le d mat eria l  

a n d p ac ka g in g it produces.

ÅPETCORE EUROPE a n d KÖR ha ve d e c i d e d to par tne r to d ev el op a dig i t a l p la t f or m ca l le d LABS to

fac i l i ta te:

ÁCo nn ec t i on b e tw e en Labor ator ies a n d value ch ain players

ÁDep lo yme nt of industry r ecog nize d stan dard

ÁOr derin g a n d results retur n

ÁResults a gg r e ga t io n in on e d at ab as e, results r epor t be ing s tandar d ized

ÅIt fac il i ta tes th e d a t a a g gr e g a t io n for th e mon i tor ing requi r ements a n d pr of ic ienc y tests set by EU 

2022/1616 for Novel te chnolog ies a n d PETCORE EUROPE uses th e LABS pla t f or m to suppor t  the
Funct ional Barrier Task Force act iv it ies.

ÅRegular webinars ( the last one in Ma r ch 27 th 2 02 4 ) are be ing  held to inform a bo u t th e LABS

pla t fo rm capabi l i t ies a n d evolut ions . Stay tu ned!



REGUL ATORY A N D

SCIENTIFIC AFFAIRS



REGUL ATORY A N D

SCIENTIFIC AFFAIRS



ÅMoni tor re gulator y evolutions .

ÅCol lec t PETCORE EUROPE

mem bers f e e d b a ck on 

re gulator y matters a nd issues.

ÅProvide pol icy makers w it h

re le va nt in for mat ion to help

r egulat ion cr ea t io n a nd

evolut ion.

ÅSupport our mem bers in the

un der s ta nding a nd

d ep l oy me n t of th e regulat ion.

ÅCont r ibu t ion to consulta t ions :

ÁBPA

ÁEC 10/201

ÁEnd of Waste

ÁEC 2022/1616

ÁPPWR/SUP

ÅPa rt ic ipat ion in workshops pr e pa ri ng re gulatory  

evolutions.

ÅUpdates on regulator y evolut ions in th e Working 

Groups.

R e g u l a to r y a n d Sc ien t i f i c a f fa i r s

Deliverables Most recent achievements & 
upcoming activities

The following slide shows the ólandscapeôof the most relevant regulations for our value chain .



PETCORE EUROPE EVENTS:

Work shops & A n n u a l

PETCORE  EUROPE C o n f e r e n c e


