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PETCORE EUROPE VISION & MISSION
PETCORE EUROPE is a Brussels-based, non-profit  organisation, which has 
been representing the entire PET value chain since 1993.

Its membership consists of more than 160 companies,11 associations,
including PET producers, recyclers, converters, brand owners, technology 
suppliers, labels, masterbatch,   waste management companies and retailers.

Our vision  is  to  achieve  widespread  recognition  of  the  performance  of  PET 
as THE circular  material  of  choice  for  packaging  and to  make  sure  PET is  
collected  and recycled .

The Mission  of  PETCORE EUROPE is  to  position  PET as the  packaging  
material  of  choice  in  a sustainable  circular  economy .



PETCORE EUROPE GOALS
Toensure that:

Theentire PETindustry is well aligned and joins mutual forces to deliver sustainable growth across the whole value chain for its 
members and partners.

PETis recognised as an environmentally friendly material and an outstanding contributor to the EUCircular Economy.

PETCOREtakes initiatives and leads or contributes to specific projects, Working Groups and communication media, which 
effectively demonstrate such a recognition by:

- Supporting and validating innovative packaging solutions which provide true life cycle environmental benefits including 
post -consumer recycling.

- Working with all relevant parties to ensure  the continuous increase of post -consumer PETcollection, recycling, and usage.

- Sharing a solid expertise to validate the  recycling  capability of PETproducts for both food and non-food applications in the
circular economy.

PETCOREwill rapidly respond to any concern from the public and EU institutions on products made from vPETand/or rPET using
the expertise of its Members.

PETCOREwill  effectively advocate the  benefits  brought  by the  PETvalue chain  so that they  are well  reflected  by the European
institutions and other leading European organisations in their respective legal framework and position  statements.



More than 27k 
employees

More than 160 
members

PETCORE EUROPE IN
FIGURES

Approx. 3million tons of post-consumer PETpackaging was 
collected in 2022according to ICIS.

75%of bottles placed on the EUmarket havebeen collected.

More than 600 
companies

More than 500 sites
across the EU

Approx. 5
million tons utilised

Over 15 million
Euros turnover in
2022



MEMBERSHIP



PETCORE EUROPE MEMBERSHIP- Assoc iat i ons

Plarebel is the reference in Belgium for anyone looking for information, advice and guidance on all aspects of circular plastics, 
including circular design and effective recycling.

Natural Mineral Waters Europe is an industry association representing natural mineral and spring water producers in Europe.

Brussels based association representing global & national soft drinks associations

The association representing BOPET film producers in the European market

Registered charity and not -for-profit organization to promote, develop, stimulate and increase the levels of plastics recycling 
within the UK

Italian plastics and rubber processing machinery and molds manufacturers' Association

The PET bottle associations in France (Elipso) and Germany (IK)European association for the self-adhesive label industry

46 National and European associatio ns - ΡΜќΜΜΜШĦŸůƓċŰŔĲƚШт 500 million tones - ΞΣΜШĤŰШқ

Non-profit trade association representing  European PET resin producers. Represents an industry with a capacity of 2/6 million 
tonnes of Virgin PET per year.

The plastics converting & processing companies, just with over 50.000 in Europe employing more than 
ΝЮΣΜΜЮΜΜΜШƓĲŸƓũĲШƽŔƣőШċШƣƨƖŰŸƻĲƖШŸŉШůŸƖĲШƣőċŰШΟΜΜШĤŔũũŔŸŰШқ

Accelerating Circularity is an action -oriented nonprofit focused on textile -to-textile recycling systems at commercial scale 
through a collaborative, stakeholder -led approach
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P E T C O R E E U R O P E M E M B E R S H I P P R E S EN C E



UN ITED NATIONS

ENVIRONMENT

PROGRAMME

(UN EP)



UNEP

In 2023 PETCOREEUROPEwas granted accreditation
as an Observer to the United Nations Environment
Assemblyand its subsidiary organs.

This accreditation allows PETCORE EUROPE to receive 
invitations to all public meetings and sessionsof the United 

Nations  Environment  Assembly and actively
participate in negotiations orƚƣċťĲőŸũĬĲƖƚќsessions
(e.g.UNGlobal Plastics Treaty).

Ö EÂќƚmission isto inspire, inform, and enable nations and peoples to
improve their quality of life without compromising that of future generations.



ORGANISATION



PETCORE EUROPE ORGANISATION



PET COLL ECTION

& RECYC LING IN EU



PET RECYLING STATUS 2022

thermoforms

The European PETPackag ing industry is striving to increase 
co l lec t ion, recyc l ing a n d recyc led con ten t to mee t
regula tory targets a n d beyond . The PETMarket In Europe 
State of p lay repor t summarizes these efforts:

и75 %col lec t ion ra te for PETbott les
иDeve lopmen t of Col lec t ion a n d recyc l ing for

иDeve lopmen t o f chemica l recycl ing
иa n d much more...

The repor t has b e e n d e v e l o p e d In co l labora t ion wi th PRE, 
UNESDAa n d NMWE. Have a look a t it to ga in  in-d e p th  
insights.



PET RECYLING EVOLUTION

Source: ICIS Supply Demand Database, ICIS analysis, PRE survey data, Eurostat



PETCORE EUROPE

Wor k i ng Gr o u p s

& Task Forc es



VPETCOREEÖÅ§ÂEќWGsare the enablers that support delivery of themission.

V The key to our success is the voluntary work of PETvalue chain experts in the 
working groups and platforms.

VRepresentativesof PETCOREEUROPEmembers can participate in theì]ќƚЮ

VThe ì]ќƚwork under the lead of one industry expert who acts as
the WG Chairperson and coordination of PETCOREEUROPETechnical
managers.

VPETCOREEUROPEassures that the needed subject expertise is represented in the
WGs.

PETCORE EUROPE Wo r k i n g Gr o u p s



Mission and deliverables

иEstablished in 2023, aiming to def ine a PETCOREEUROPEposition
on regulatory & legislative developments shared among all
members.

иTodef ine a list of topics on which PETCOREEUROPEneeds to take a 
position and elaborate the PETCOREEUROPEresponse by:

1. Staying connec ted with the Technical ì]ќƚto ident i fy /va l idate key 
topics a n d ask them to deve lop the related argumentat ions.

2. Setting up individual meetings with the above- ment ioned stakeholders,
to bet ter understand the proposed regulatory developments a n d provide 
the posit ion of the PETvalue chain.

ADVOCACY



Mission and deliverables

иToup da te PETCOREEUROPEMembers on incoming legislation 
impact ing the PETBusiness (webinars twice a year).

иTo identify key stakeholders in the area of regulatory & legislative
propositions, and establish ongoing communicat ions with
them.

иTo identify activit ies/forums where regulatory stakeholders
present their latest developments and where PETCOREEUROPE 
can present PETvalue chain presentation.

A DVOCA CY



Re c yc l ab i l i t y Ev a l u a t i o n Platforms
(EPBP a n d TCEP)

Drive and promote the circularity in the PET bottle and trays 
value chain, providing the industry design guidelines and 
package/technology assessments.



ÅEPBPand TCEPstrongly encourage all companies to bring 
their new PETbot t le - tray solutions to the platforms in order 
to get an object ive third party assessment of their 
recyclabil ity.

иThe platforms rely on strong processes and protocols for the
assessments. As a result, the assessments are scientifically
relevant, trustfworthy and independent from the views of a
single sector. The assessment bodies cover the full value
chain exper ience and expertise.

Re c yc l ab i l i t y & Evaluation Pl at f o r m s
(EPBP and TCEP)



Recyclability  Evaluation Platform  Evaluation Process 

Presentation of the 
innovation new 

packaging

Review using the 
guidelines and 

expertise to determine 
critical points

Run the test protocol 
a t one of the 

accredi ted labs

Definition of test 
protocol to assess 

critical points

Results to the expert 

pool
Results reviewFact based opinionValidation or not of the 

opinion

Candidate

Expert pool

Steering Committee

More information

needed

Sufficient and

robust information



ÅEstablished in 2022 to ac t as techno logy deve loper under EU 2022/1616.

и60 companies are par t of the Consort ium sponsored by PETCOREa n d EuPC.

иDeploy moni tor ing program a n d
sampling plan.

иMainta in cont inuous d ia logue
with members a n d authorit ies.

иMain dossier presented in April 2023

иMoni tor ing Protocols a n d
procedures imp lemented.

иLaboratory p la t fo rm imp lemented
with KÖR to support sampling plan
and  moni tor ing p rog ramm e (see
speci f ic slide on LABS)

иMoni tor ing Reports de l i vered in
Oc tobe r  2023 a n d in April 2024.

FUNCTIONAL BARRIER CONSORTIUM

Deliverables 

иProvide Technical documen ta t i on
and  dossiers to comply with EU
2022/1616 regulat ion .

Past activities



FUNCTIONAL BARRIER CONSORTIUM



Deliverables

иImprove design for recycl ing.

иImprove col lect ion a n d sorting across 
the EU.

иProvide support on incoming 
legislations.

Past activities

и24th of April 2024тSteering 
Commi t tee Meet ing. Taskforce: 
rebui ld a n d real ignment.

иThermoforming Event in D i j on  i n  
2025.

RECYCLING PET THERMOFORMS
Established in 2015.

74 companies and organisations from the whole PETvalue chain. 

Working to make PETthermoforms circular.



Established in May 2016 wi th more than 75 pa r t i c i pa t i ng compan ies.

PETbott les in scope: non-c lear (opaques) , co lo red, s leeved a n d funct iona l PETbott les.

Deliverables 

иEstablish a n d u p d a t e of DfR guidel ines 
for O p a q u e whi te PET.

иEnd of life proposal for all co lo red a n d o p a q u e  
PETbottles.

иSpecial focus on sortabil i ty (a d e d i c a t e d  
w e b i n a r  o n  t h e  t o p i c  w a s in March 2024.)

иDatabase of whi te o p a q u e PETrecyclers and
out lets to fac i l i ta te the deve lopmen t of a
stream of recyc led o p a q u e whi te PET.

Most recent achievements &
upcoming activities

иDefinit ion of speci f icat ion for an o p a q u e  
whi te rPETas non-ma n da t o r y gu idance to 
industry.

иListing of companies ab le to p roduce and  
companies ab le to use o p a q u e whi te rPET.

иDesign for recycl ing for o p a q u e whi te PET 
bott les for EPBPa n d CEN Standardisat ion
work.

OPAQUE & FUNCTIONAL BOTTLES



Created 2021 - 30 companies and 1 association.

иRecommendat ions and best
pract ices to brand owners, green
do t associations, sorting centres and
recyclers.

иPressure sensitive labels design for
recycl ing.

иCrystallizable PETlabels:
understanding impact .

иInteractions on Circularity and food 
safety.

иFocus on food con tac t impacts of
labels (shared act iv i ty with FINAT.)

иRevisepreferred behavior of
adhesives in conjunct ion with EPBP.

иAssessand promote the dep loyment
of the design for recycl ing within the
industry.

LABELS

Deliverables
Most recent achievements & 
activities



PET INDUSTRY NIAS GROUP(PING)

analysis.

Deliverables

иPINGfocuses on compl iance with EC 
Regulation NÁ10/2011.

иTargets the creat ion of an industry 
standard to
ÁMeasure,
ÁRisk assess,
ÁContro l

NIASthroughout the value chain.

Most recent achievements &
upcoming activities

иMeasurement guidelines for NIASin 
PET.

иDeve lopment of a dig i ta l p lat form to 
support (see specif ic slide on LABS)
ÁProduct ion of qual i ty da ta .
ÁEase d a t a  a g g re g a t i o n a n d statistical

ÁData t rend ing th rough the va lue 
chain.



Started in 2019 -15 members.

иSupport deve lopment of recycl ing 
possibilities for non-circular waste:
ÁColo red a n d mul t imater ia l

packag ing .
ÁWastes f rom m e c h a n i c a l recycl ing

units.
ÁPolyester textiles.

иSupport regulatory framework 
deve lopment for depolymerisat ion .

PET DEPOLYMERISATION

Deliverables
Most recent achievements &
upcoming activities

иRevised PETdepolymer isat ion
posit ion p a per 2023.

иEnd of Waste whi te paper .

иSupport novel techno logy filing as
per EU 2022/1616 regulat ion a n d
EC 10/2011.



ÅStarted 2021.

иAlign the ŔŰĬƨƚƣƖǃќƚstrategy
regarding
REUSEtargets.

иFollowingup on PPWRdevelopments.

иSharing best pract ices across EU
where both single use and reuse
are in place.

The two WGSare highly interlinked with the LCA platform
providing the ground for better evaluations

REUSE LCA

иStarted 2021.

иFocus on del iver ing relevant d a t a regard ing PET 
env i ronmenta l impac t .

иEvaluat ingћŊƖĲĲŰќclaims m a d e by compet i t i ve  
materials such as glass and metals.

иDeve lop ing a p la t form, tha t all members c a n use 
for deve lop ing their ћĦŔƖĦƨũċƖŔƣǃƓŸƚŔƣŔŸŰќand  
al ign communica t ion .

иBeing in c o n t a c t with NAPCORfor leveraging on
their a d v a n c e d exper ience for LCA studies.



ÅRebounding on the EU Textile strategy.

ÅFilling the gap due to lack of knowledge from the textile associations about PET
Ecodesign requirements for recycling, which will become MANDATORY.

ÅAnd after meeting with various stakeholders (EU Commission representatives, EU 
associations, Sorting machines manufacturers and textiles sorting plants).

PETCORE EUROPE proposed guidelines will be  
elaborated by the SIG and presented  for discussions 

by the EU Commission.

TEXTILES SIG



TEXTILES  SIGMEMBERS



C o l l a b o r a t i o n PETCORE EUROPE
тKÖR LABS D i gi t a l Pl a t f o r m

иThe PETValue Chain has to permanent ly assess the qual i ty of the virgin material , recycled
mater ia l  and packag ing it produces.

иPETCOREEUROPEand KÖRhave dec ided to partner to deve lop a digital p lat form cal led
LABSto faci l i tate :

ÁConnect ion between Laboratories and value chain players
ÁDeployment of industry recognised standard
ÁOrdering and results return
ÁResultsaggregat ion in one database, results report being standardised

иIt faci l i tates the da ta aggregat ion for the monitor ing requirements and prof ic iency tests
set by EU 2022/1616 for Novel technologies and PETCOREEUROPEuses the LABS
plat form to support the Functional Barrier TaskForce activities.

иRegularwebinars are held to inform about the LABSplatform capabi l i t ies and
evolutions. Stay tuned!



REGUL ATORY A ND

SCIENTIFIC AFFAIRS


